10th January 2011

Dear Parents,
Welcome back and Happy New Year.
Bishop of Barking Poetry Competition

In 2011 The Bishop of Barking organised a Poetry Competition, for schools across the south east of England, to celebrate the 400th anniversary of the King James Bible. I am delighted to announce that Marcus Leon, Year 6, has won the Junior Stage of this competition and was presented with a £35 gift voucher in today’s assembly. Congratulations Marcus. 

Building Work

The building work continues well and is on course to be completed in the late Spring. This is only stage one of the expansion plan, albeit the most disruptive stage. An overview of the project is listed below:
Stage One- The Olympic Wing comprising six classrooms, four group rooms/offices and sports equipment store for the field- due to be completed Spring 2012

Stage Two- Laying an all-weather surface in the Old Orchard, adjacent to the school grounds, to allow an expansion of the playground - due to be completed Spring 2012
Stage Three- Reconfiguration of the existing building to enlarge some of the classrooms and upgrade current facilities e.g. ICT Suite- due to be completed early 2013

Stage Four- Joint project with St John’s Church to provide additional hall space-due to be completed Spring 2013
Normally any building project of this scale would be managed on behalf of the school by the Local Authority. As you are probably aware St John’s is managing this project itself which enables us to do so much more with the funds available. This is a ground breaking project (no pun intended) for the LA and is only possible because of the close relationship that exists between the school and the church. If you have any questions associated with this work please feel free to speak to me at the school gate. 
Nits

Prepare to start scratching. Please ensure that you check your child’s hair on a regular basis for nits. Only by working together can we ensure that this problem is kept to a minimum. This is an issue that affects all families and therefore please do not feel embarrassed to inform the school office as soon as possible. We can then notify other parents in the case immediately to reduce the chance of reinfection. Many thanks for your scratch, I mean help!
Xbox and other Video Games

 A number of children tell us they received Xbox games for Christmas including the 18 rated Call of Duty. Unfortunately this has resulted in some inappropriate games in the playground. If you have chosen to allow your children to use these video games please can you ensure that they understand the importance of not re-enacting them either in or out of school. Many thanks for your co-operation in this matter. 

Questionnaire

Every year we send you a questionnaire to gauge your views on school life. As Ofsted have published their new inspection arrangements this month I thought it appropriate to use their new questionnaire, which is attached. Please could you take a moment to complete and return it to your child’s teacher by next Tuesday 17th . I would ask for a 100% return of this document please so that its results will fully represent the view of all parents. Many thanks for your help in this matter.
Here’s to an exciting 2012

Yours sincerely, 

P.J.Tidmarsh

Headmaster 
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